
POWER
THAT SHINES rett Sutherland, Solar Power Australia’s 

managing director, speaks highly of 
his team, who are not only passionate 

about renewable energy, but are “enthusiastic 
professionals” with years of training and 
qualifications behind them. 
Solar Power Australia created Australia’s first 
online solar store in 2001 which is operated 
under the trading name Solar Online Australia. 
The online store gives customers and 
researchers easy access to renewable energy 
products, specifications and pricing, and is 
used by educational institutions throughout 
Australia as a product reference site.
One of the country’s largest suppliers and 
integrators of sustainable energy products, 
Solar Power Australia offers a diverse range 
of services and an indepth understanding of 
renewable energy solutions. 
Mr Sutherland said, “We’re not just a household 
solar company like a lot of other companies – we 
actually come from an industrial background and 
are able to service industrial clients.” 
Customers can choose from a range of packaged 
deals or have a system tailored specifically to suit 
their budget and needs. In making the switch to 
renewable energy, people will significantly reduce 
their carbon footprint.
Solar Power Australia designs, supplies and 
installs highly efficient and cost-effective 
crystalline, amorphous thin film solar 
modules and wind turbines which provide 
reliable and environmentally clean electric 
power on-grid and off-grid for residential, 
commercial, industrial and utility-scale 
applications throughout Australia. They 
have worked on thousands of large 
and small-scale projects, including 
an 18kW system on Bond University’s 
School of Sustainable Design building 
which was the first 6 star building in 
Queensland, possibly in Australia. 
Mr Sutherland points out that his 
company has also run large sound 

systems for events which could have been 
powered with a diesel generator. 
“Instead we ran it off a battery pack and solar 
power, which is a much cleaner method and 
it’s silent,” he said. 
Solar Power Australia has the technical 
capabilities to work with clients like the CSIRO. 
“We built a trailer to run computer and 
monitoring equipment for a SETI project which 
is used in the Search for Extra Terrestrial 
Intelligence. That particular unit was going out to 
the desert in WA to monitor the airways in space 
to determine if there’s any intelligent life forms 
out there, so that was an interesting project.” 
When Mr Sutherland speaks about solar power 
and its endless possibilities you can tell how 
fascinating he finds it all.

CUSTOM-DESIGNED RENEWABLE 
ENERGY PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
Solar Power Australia offers specialist, 
custom-designed solutions for a variety of 
renewable energy applications. Their direct 
links with manufacturers ensure that products 
available are of the highest quality, most suitable 
for the intended purpose, and because of large 
stockholdings, are readily available. 
Complete solutions are provided that are 
tailored to individual customers’ needs 
and level of investment. Recommendations 
are based on a thorough understanding of 
the renewable energy market and bottom-
line financial considerations governing 
customers’ investments. 

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS
Solar Power Australia has assisted customers 
across a range of industrial and commercial 
enterprises by designing and supplying remote 
power systems for communications, GPS, mining 
ventilation fans, crib sheds, water pumping, area 
and carpark lighting, control and monitoring 
equipment and a variety of other applications.

FOUNDED IN 2000, SOLAR POWER AUSTRALIA IS A WHOLLY 

AUSTRALIAN OWNED AND OPERATED COMPANY. SOLAR POWER 

AUSTRALIA HAS BEEN PROVIDING RENEWABLE ENERGY 

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL 

AND INDUSTRIAL CLIENTS FOR MORE THAN 12 YEARS WITH ITS 

FOCUS ON CREATING GREEN ENERGY SOLUTIONS. 
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Solar Power Australia provides quality solutions 
for renewable energy projects using high-quality 
components from a variety of manufacturers. 
“A lot of the steel fabrication is done in 
Australia and other products that we source 
come from Australia, the US, China or Korea,” 
Mr Sutherland said. 
"We design things like trailers, mining skids, 
cantilever lighting posts and mounting 
systems for modules... The larger items are 
manufactured locally and some of the other 
products we get manufactured overseas.” 
The quality of all product components must 
be first grade. 
“We always choose products that won’t 
give us or our customers trouble; we always 
choose the best quality products to use,” Mr 
Sutherland said. 
Solar Power Australia is proud to have 
partnerships with companies such as LG and 
K-Solar who have invested millions to create solar 
panels of unparalleled quality and performance. 
Since Solar Power Australia has solid relationships 
with its suppliers, the company is able to offer 
its customers competitive pricing and access to 
custom-made and cutting-edge solutions. 

RESIDENTIAL RENEWABLE  
ENERGY SYSTEMS
Solar Power Australia continues to help many 
households in realising their dream of owning a 
renewable energy system. Their technical staff 
have many years experience in the design and 
installation of renewable energy systems for 
homes, whether they be grid-feed systems or 
systems powering homes in remote locations 
unable to access grid electricity. System designs 
include solar, wind and hybrid (a combination of 
solar and wind) systems. Solar Power Australia 
also offers a design and consultancy service to 
assist their network of installers in choosing the 
right product and design for their own customers. 

US LINK BRINGS A WIDER  
CHOICE TO SOLAR POWER
Solar Power Australia has established a 
business alliance with a US-based solar panel 
manufacturer which will result in the release of 
a new product into the Australian market. The 
UNI-SOLAR solar photovoltaic (PV) product 
will become available because of the link 
between Solar Power Australia and Michigan-
based United Solar Ovonic (USO). USO is the 
world’s largest manufacturer of lightweight, 
flexible, thin film solar PV laminates. 
Mr Sutherland said the relationship with USO was 
extremely positive for Australia. 
“As a leading provider of wholesale and retail 
products to the Australian and Pacific market, 
SPA sees this as an opportunity to expand its 
range with a unique product that has tremendous 
potential in the commercial market,” he said. 
“We are looking forward to working closely 
with USO to deliver great value to our 

customers, and believe this product is a 
revolutionary advancement in technology for 
the Australian market.”
UNI-SOLAR solar PV laminates are 
lightweight, flexible and directly adhere to 
approved roofing surfaces, thus avoiding 
numerous roof penetrations. At less than 500g 
per square foot, the UNI-SOLAR PowerBond 
solar laminate is less than one-fifth of the 
weight of crystalline solar panels. This makes 
them particularly valuable on low-load roof 
structures which cannot tolerate the weight or 
roof integrity risk posed by conventional solar 
systems. The polymer composition means they 
can be used on curved surfaces and do not 
have the glare effect that glass panels present. 
For buildings with a low roof angle UNI-
SOLAR offers its PowerTilt product, allowing 
the solar PV array to be tilted by 15 degrees, 
providing a higher output and higher returns. 
UNI-SOLAR products are particularly well 
suited for integration with membrane or metal 
roofing systems. 
Mr Sutherland said the superior performance 
of UNI-SOLAR laminates both in high 
temperatures and shade made them very 
attractive in the Australian market. 
“In comparison to crystalline modules, 
the amorphous silicon technology used 
in UNI-SOLAR laminates ensures that 
system performance is less affected by high 
temperatures and partial shading,” he said. 

THE WHOLESALE ARM
Sungear Australia Pty Ltd, the wholesale arm of 
Solar Power Australia, is committed to supplying 
quality wholesale priced solar power equipment 
to the marketplace. They offer support to many 
solar power installers throughout Australia, 
particularly those who have joined their solar 
power wholesale dealer network. Sungear 
Australia offer superior expertise and advice, 
and provide ready-made, easy to install kits 
to make the whole experience effortless for 
their customers.

BRIGHT OUTLOOK
“The future vision is to continue doing what 
we do best which is custom applications, 
but also larger-scale commercial solar 
systems;  Australia is moving into megawatt 
projects and we obviously want to be a part 
of that,” Mr Sutherland said. 
The solar power market changes rapidly 
and a key strength of Solar Power 
Australia is its ability to adapt and evolve 
quickly. There isn’t a big chain of 
command slowing the decision-making 
process down so the company can 
respond quickly to innovations and 
government incentive schemes. With 
a passion for making a difference to 
the environment and your power bill, 
Solar Power Australia really does 
give you power that shines.  
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